Approaches to the development of novel antihypertensive drugs: crucial role of the renal kallikrein-kinin system.
The renal kallikrein-kinin system has been shown to be important in the development of hypertension, but its precise role remains to be determined. The recent use of mutant rats that are deficient in plasma kininogens and hence incapable of generating kinin in the renal tubules has facilitated elucidation of the involvement of kinin in hypertension. In this article, Masataka Majima and Makoto Katori provide evidence that the renal kallikrein-kinin system plays a crucial role in the development of hypertension and discuss a novel rationale for developing effective new antihypertensive drugs.